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Thoughts From Bridgid Montessori

School

I caught a touch of spring fever over theocial, emotional, and spiritual growth of
winter break. On that one warm Mon- the child is like the root system that sup-
day, right bef or e pdrththe rddtoofithe flana It i®important |
blast and snow storm, | was out in my to address the needs of the whole plant ~Volume 3, Issue4
garden spreading compost and ensure a balanced Winter 2008
and pulling weeds. While | growth. For example, if a
was working 1 | grioveth hprmone is applied
but reflect on the familiar to a plant to specifically
analogy of the classroom a increase leaf production and
a garden. height it will be successful
for a short period of time
: until the root system can no

=24 lopger ort the above
a5 L!Igrl(q)uln JEJ%vth of the plant.
Then the plant collapses,

Every plant has similar bas
needs of sun, soil, and wat
but each has
style of growing and produ¢
ing fruit. Some plants ma- ==

g P out of balance and fails to

ture early while others are late bloom- thrive. Th ic true § hild wh
ers. Some plants are prolific producers, rive. The same Is true for a child who
is encouraged to excel in one particular

while others spend a whole season pro ith g thev h
ducing just one or two magnificent area without ensuring they have a strong

fruits. Every child shares similar basic enough root system to support sustained

needs but has individualized interests 9"°Wth- Helping your child build a
and learning styles. A good gardener strong root system takes a great deal of

knowswhateachplantneedsandpIanQat'ence and invest ment that s not

their garden accordingly, just as a goodv"?lys noticeable and. measurqble. But
teacher knows the needs of each indi- 1S SUPPort system is what will carry Inside this issue:

vidual child and adapts the learning him or h(;ar thr?]ugrlwrl]lfe. Plants W.'th h _
environment accordingly. strong, deep, healthy roots survw(_at €  Aletterfrom Riane 2
toughest storms, droughts, and blights to Eisler on the Importanc:

The above ground growth of plants is grow tall and broad. Children with a of Montessori Educatior
usually the most noticeable and measugtrong foundation become capable adults

able. The below ground root structure igyho thrive in an evechanging world. Thoughts From Bridgid, 4
equally important but usually not fo- Faculty Update, Blog

cused on as much. The academic and There seems to be a trend in our society ypdate

physical development of a child is like (Continued on pagé)
the above ground growth of a plant. The
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A Message from Dr. Riane Eisler about the Importance of Montessori Education

Aut hor of Tomorrowb6s Children: A Blueprint for
(Reprinted from the International Montessori Council, more information at www.Montessori.org)

Much of my life has been devoted to an effort to understal In the dominator model, relationships tend to be based on
and come to grips with the great questions that I raise in r patterns of domination and submission. Most of us have

book, Tomorrowds Chi |l dr en: observed, and perhaps experienced, the pain, fear, andstdéni p
Education in the 21st Century: sion of people who use coercion, jockey for control, or who

try to manipulate and cajole when they are unable to express
A What is the meaning of ctheirrealfeelings. We can find this going on every day in

the relationships within some families, classrooms, work-
A What about wus connect s uplaces, and among nations or fanatical groups of ideologuesi s
from, the rest of nature?

Thankfully, most of us have also experienced another way
A Why are some peopl e vi ol ofbeing, onewhere we feel safe and seen for who we tnuly o f
us feel the need to hurt and kill? Is it simply human nature are, where our essential humanity and that of others shines
Is that why violence seems to be infecting so many chil- through, perhaps only for a little while, lifting our hearts and
dren? If so, why are some people caring and peaceful? W spirits, enfolding us in a sense that the world can after all be

pushes us in one direction or another? right, that we are valued and valuable. Relationships like
these are based on mutual respect, nonviolence, and a desire
A What are our ethical an ctoworkthingsoutina reasonable and equitable manneri§at h u

beings? What impels us to wonder about such things?  all possible.

Since time immemorial, people have sought answers to  Although we may not use these terms (partnership and
these kinds of questions through religion, philosophy, and dominator), they do accurately describe the two extremes of
the empirical method of investigation we call science. the ways that people tend to organize their relationships,
from the level of our families to our businesses, and even
In my earlier book, The Chalice and the Blade, | attemptei relationships among nations. While in real life things are
to show through specific evidence what Montessori educe rarely black or white, but rather shades of gray, we are all
tors know through their experience with children: that peo familiar with these two models from our own lives.
ple are not inherently greedy, violent, or competitive, and
that we are capable of living together in relative peace. | The partnership and dominator models not only describe
attempted to document that human beings actually did live individual relationships. They also describe systems of be-
in partnership and relative peace for tens of thousands of lief and social structures that either nurture and suppart
years. inhibit and underminé& equitable, democratic, nonviolent,
and caring relations. Once we understand the partnership
As did Maria Montessori, | also came to the inevitable cor and dominator cultural, social, and personal configurations,
clusion that in order to create a peaceful world, we must I we can more effectively develop human institutions that
the foundation in our children, beginning when they are  foster a less violent, more equitable, democratic, and sus-
very young. tainable future.

Unfortunately, in many schools, children often feel power- Montessori schools are founded on the partnership model
less to change the course of their lives, much less the cot and encourage children to develop the ability to work to-

of the world around them. Many become immersed in the gether, think independently, and be empathetic and kind. As
materialism and selfenteredness that permeates mass cu studies have shown, students in Montessori programs both
ture, futilely seeking meaning and belonging in the latest tend to excel academically, they have exceptionally high

fad or commercial offering. levels of seesteem and social and emotional maturity.

Montessori schools around the world offer an alternative Most schools give young people a false picture of what it
way to raise and educate young people that | call Partner- means to be human. We tell them to be good and kind, non-
ship Education. It is designed not only to help them to bet violent and giving. But on all sides they see and hear stories
navigate through our difficult times, but also to help them that portray us as bad, cruel, violent, and selfish. In the mass
create a future that is oriented more toward partnership, media, the focus of both action entertainment and news is on
rather than the familiar form of interpersonal relationships hurting and killing. Situation comedies make insensitivity,
that | call the dominator model. rudeness, and cruelty seem funny. Cartoons present violence
as exciting, funny, and without real consequences.
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A Message from Dr. Riane Eisler about the Importance of Montessori Education
(continued from page?)

This holds up a distorted mirror of themselves to our youtl ratic, peaceful, equitable, and Eahtbnoring way: the part-
And rather than correcting this false image of whatitmeaner shi p way urgently needed i f t
to be human, some aspects of our education reinforce it. children are to have a better futlirperhaps even a future
In many schools, the history curriculum still emphasizes at all.
battles and wars. Western I'1iad
and Shakespeareo6s Kkings t rChildrenareimpoverished when their vision of the future v i o -
|l ence. d Scientific st or i ecscomesoutofadominator worldew. Thisworldviewis r e t he
of O6selfish genesd6 r ut hl e sourheritage from earlier societies which were structured ut i onar
stage. Montessori schools deliver a different message, ev around rankings of people who considered themselves
from early childhood. Here children are seenas complete6 super i orsdé over their common an
human beings, and are encouraged to discover their own these societies, violence and abuse were required to main-
talents and voices. They learn at their own pace, and are tain rigid rankings of dominatiohwhether man over
challenged to focus their attention and energy on self woman, man over man, nation over nation, race over race,
mastery, rather than besting their classmates. The goal is or religion over religion.
still to produce very well educated people, but the means
which this is achieved are much more empowering and re Over the last several centuries we have seen many organ-
spectful. ized challenges to traditions of domination. These chal-
lenges are part of the movement toward a more equitable
One of the things that | admire about Montessori is that it and caring partnership social structure worldwide. But at the
offers children a much more balanced and positive view o same time, much in our education still reinforces what | call
history. Rather than glorify violence and conflict, Montes- dominator socialization: a way of viewing the world and
sori schools help children to look at societies fromtheperl i vi ng in it that constricts you
spective of daily life, with an equal emphasis on the roles what is possible and even moral, keeping many of them
women, who were, after all, anything but invisible and ir- locked into a perennial rebellion against what is without a
relevant, as well as the roles men played. Montessori stu- real sense of what can be.
dents study the culture, cuisine, art, music, and great stor
of past civilizations. Rather than pretend that bad things d Montessori education is one of the few educational ap-
not happen, they teach children to examine the evidence proaches that has been so highly successful in giving chil-
celebration and kindness that did exist, along with the sto dren both a sound grasp of core knowledge, and the big
ries of not only warriors and kings, but of the people who picture of human history and human possibilities.
made great contributions to social justice, scientific under.
standing, the arts and great literature, and the search for The connections between my own ideas and Maria Montes-
peace. sori run deep. I n my book, Tomor
from Montessoriés works, and use
Montessori schools also bring to light civilizations, past ar tessori education, to illustrate many of the reforms that |
present day, that have often been ignored, where social li have urged to transform the schools of today into the
flourished on a basis of partnership and celebration oflifes c hool s t hat we need for tomorro
One of my favorite examples of this is the study of Minoar

Crete, a glorious civilization which was ultimately de- Montessori education is about to celebrate its first one hun-
stroyed not by invasion and conquest, but by a series of dred years, and has proven to be not only highly effective,
earthquakes and natural disasters. but more relevant and important today than ever before.

With the challenges that we face as human béirggxial,
It is interesting to consider why schools have continued tc environmental, and internatiorial am not aware of any
emphasize the themes of wars and domination in the histi other educational system that provides such a clearly de-
curriculum for so long. Not that they should be ignored, bt fined overarching plan for preparing teachers to implement
why these experiences are often glorified seems illogical, partnership education, along with the curriculum needed to
we all want peace on Earth. support it.

But think about it from this perspective. If human beings | earnestly hope that as parents, you can appreciate the

are inherently violent, bad, and selfish, we have to be value of the education that you have chosen for them by

strictly controlled. This is why stories that claim this is sending them to a Montessori school. There they will absorb
Ohuman natured ar e cent r alcriticallife skills and values that will serve them welldownmi nat or
or control system of relationships. They are, however, ina through the years.

propriate if young people are to learn to live in a democ-
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Thoughts From Bridgid, Continued

that implies that to be successful you Now imagine a genetically altered hot
need to produce more product, faster house tomato picked before maturity,
and more efficiently. Diversity and selected for conformity and shelf life,
depth are being sacrificed for speciali- wrapped in plastic, and shipped across
zation. | see this in both agriculture  the country. Plants that are forced and
and our school s. manipulated to perform produce a gree
der about sacrifices we make in the quantity of fruit in a short period of
name of efficient mass production.  time, but in the process of efficiency
many favorable qualities are lost. Both
the examples are tomatoes, each raise
in totally different environments. focus on one or two areas and do not
address the whole child. We must
equally nurture what is below the sur-
face as well as what is above the sur-
face and easily measurable. We must
place our faith in the potentiaf each
child and protect their right to grow
freely to their fullest potential.

A Montessori child is like an heirloom
tomato plant tended and nurtured to
maturity in an organic field. It takes a
great deal of patience and energy to It is a great responsibility choosing the
care for and protect this plant. The  type of educational environments in
uniqueness of each tomato variety lies which our children grow. Ideally we
within the hist or wanttochoose environments thatre-
roots are nourished by the distinct fla- spect the unique identity of each child
vors of the local soil and it is allowed and nurture the whole child at a devel-
to mature during the developmentally opmentally appropriate pace. We want
appropriate season. The process canito choose environments that respectaiiy T h a t which is =ca
be rus_hed. Within the seed is the.full trust the potgntial within eagh child. We method is founded on lib-
potential of each plant and there is a want an environment that will help our
great deal of trust placed in the plant children grow strong roots that will ert_y...we must understand by
itself as it develops. When the fruit is support them as they reach great i berty the (ch
ripe and picked from this plant you cal heights. In making our choices, we power to grow f
taste a depth of flavor, a complexity, @ must look closely and carefully at class . .
warmth, a uniqueness and richness o' rooms that focus on teaching methods --Maria Montessorl
life. that are driven to conform to standards
of performance and production that

il
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Faculty Update Blog Update

Katelyn Simmons, afternoon assista
teacher in the preschool room, is lea\

In addition to our website, we cur-
rently post information about our
school and programs on two blogs:

time. We all wish her luck!

We are excited to announce Lisa
Gould, currently an assistant teacher
the Toddler Room, will be moving

over to assume K3
preschool and afterschool program.

NamasteMontessoriSchool.blogspot.com

...Is a blog for current families in the
school with photos and stories abo
daily classroom life.

Melissa and Betsy will continue their the Toddler Room .We are currently | Montessorwork.blogspot.com
great work as the core teaChing team iﬁterVieWing for a third teacher in the ..isa pub“c b|og that has pictures Q

Toddler Room to compliment the activities and describes lessons cu

team. Until we make a final decision, § rently available on the shelves of o
from our many promising applicants, | classroom.

Amy Garcia and Amanda Gutman
(both teachers familiar with the chil-
dren and classroom) will assist in the
classroom.

Check out the exciting work happe
ing at the school!
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Toddler Classroom News

Busy hands and minds are focused a quite popular. The children take great ing
wor king al/l mo r n i pride in being able to wash their ownu
amazing how these young beings ur dishes after snack.

fold as unique individuals before our Lots of singing and dancing keep us
eyes. moving when the weather is too cold to
The new dish washing station has be go outside. Everyone needs to stomp

’ like a dinosaur once in a while!

Bumkindés the rabbit is the latest edition
to the Namaste menagerie. The toddletgeatures is s key part of our Montessori

are taking wonderful care of this love- philosophy.

able and very gentle creature. Animal

care is an important responsibility and

the children take this responsibility very

seriously. They also care for Bluebird

the parakeet, Marigold the turtle, and

the newts. Teaching respect for all liv-

Primary Classroom News

Gratitude has been an important foc puppets and mittens. Food preparatiohave been part of our daily work.

in the primary classroom over the la: activities have also been very popular ; -
few months. The children have filled including making fresh orange juice, As always reading and math activities
ithankful treed bananaslicing, and toast. A bread m
made documenting what they are  chine was donated to our classroom so
thankful for such things as their fami we have been able fill the air with deli-
lies, their friends, their school, rain- cious fresh baked smells and create
bows, and snow. Recognizing what yummy snacks.

truly important to us is a wonderful
tool for all of us to practice using.

ill our work periods and the excite-
eehtvmelearning is contagious and fun.

We have also been studying North
America. Mapping out biomes, learn-
The children have been busy practic ing about animal life, and studying
ing their sewing skills making pillows Native American tribes and traditions

Kindergarten Update

The oldest children in our class serveEach of these students have developed
as roll models for their peers. They a love and passion for reading. On a
take great pride in being leaders andrecent field trip to the Ulysses Library,
helping as teachers in the classroomthis group of students applied for their
When not working on their own les- own library cards and took a tour of
sons you can often find one of our the facility. We plan to make regular
Kindergarteners reading to a friend omonthly trips on the TCAT bus into
helping a younger student with their town to visit the library.

work.

SAVE THESE DATES:
****\Workshop Nights *****All Are Welcome****

WednesdayFebruary 18th  7-8:30 Toddlers and Twos
WednesdayMarch 18th 7-8:30 The Kindergarten Year
WednesdayMay 13th 7-8:30 What Kids Learn From Blocks




